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Fewer Kansas child deaths, but room for improvement
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INSIDE

Fewer	children	died	in	2019	than	during	any	
other	year	since	the	state	of	Kansas	began	
reviewing	childhood	deaths	in	1994.

The	State	Child	Death	Review	Board	this	
month	released	its	annual	report	analyzing	
deaths	among	children	through	age	17	based	
on	2019	data.	The	report	found	that	Kansas	
recorded	362	child	fatalities	in	2019,	down	
from	414	in	2018.

Despite	a	small	uptick	in	deaths	classified	
as	homicides,	children	died	from	fewer	mo-
tor	vehicle	crashes	and	fewer	suicides	than	
the	prior	year.	The	suicide	rate	was	down	by	
seven	deaths,	the	first	decrease	year	over	
year	since	2014.	

The	board	found	that	61%	of	children	who	
died	by	suicide	had	concerns	regarding	their	
education,	whether	academically	or	behav-
iorally.	In	43%	of	the	cases,	the	youth	had	a	
history	of	substance	use/abuse.

“It	is	encouraging	to	see	that	our	youth	
suicide	rate	has	decreased	after	years	of	
an	upward	trend,”	Kansas	Attorney	General	 Please see CHILD DEATHS, page  2

SAVE THE DATES
Mark	your	calendars!	You	won’t	want	
to	miss	these	upcoming	events	of	the	
Medical	Society	of	Sedgwick	County.	

 Nov. 2, 4 | 6:30 p.m.
Documentary	screenings	of	“Black	Men	
in	White	Coats”	followed	by	discussion.

 Dec. 7 | 6:30 p.m.
Annual	meeting	(in	person)	at	The	Hud-
son,	508	S.	Commerce.	Vaccinations	
and	masks	required.

For	more	information	about	these	events,	
including	links	to	watch	the	documentary,	
contact	Denise	Phillips	at	denisephillips@
med-soc.org.

Two	upcoming	MSSC	events	will	be	sure	to	spark	your	
interest.	Please	plan	to	join	us	online	in	November	and	

in	person	in	December.

Nov. 2, 4	—	Documentary screenings, discussions. 
MSSC	is	hosting	virtual	screenings	of	the	documentary	
“Black	Men	in	White	Coats”	on	Tuesday,	Nov.	2,	and	Thurs-
day,	Nov.	4,	at	6:30	p.m.	The	film	examines	how	only	2%	of	
American	doctors	are	Black	men	and	what	that	means	for	
society.	Each	80-minute	documentary	screening	will	be	fol-
lowed	by	a	moderated	discussion	led	by	Justin	Moore,	MD,	
and	KUSM-W	medical	student	Kakra	Boye-Doe.	

Dec. 7 — Annual meeting.	MSSC	is	holding	an	in-person	annual	meeting	starting	at	6:30	p.m.	on	Dec.	7	
at	The	Hudson,	508	S.	Commerce.	The	meeting	will	recognize	Garold	Minns,	MD,	for	his	service	as	Sedgwick	
County’s	public	health	officer,	and	honor	frontline	physicians	and	health	systems.	Vaccinations	and	masks	are	
required.	The	event	is	free	to	MSSC	physicians	and	spouses,	and	Two	Olive	catering	is	providing	the	meal.

Derek	Schmidt	said.	“(But)	Kansans	still	have	more	work	to	do	to	
continue	to	break	this	cycle	and	address	the	factors	that	lead	a	
young	person	to	end	their	life.”

Of	the	total	deaths	in	2019,	18%	were	due	to	unintentional	
injuries,	9%	were	of	undetermined	manner,	and	8%	were	due	to	
suicide,	the	board	found.	The	relative	percentages	of	manners	of	
death	are	all	comparable	to	the	previous	five	reporting	years	ex-
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U.S. experiencing another epidemic besides COVID-19

The	COVID-19	epidemic	has	dominated	media	
coverage	and	public	conversations	during	2021.	
Yet	there	is	another	epidemic	in	our	country	that	
is	only	briefly	mentioned	in	the	news,	perhaps	
because	it	occurs	too	frequently.	I	am	talking	

about	the	epidemic	of	gun	violence.
You	are	25	times	more	likely	to	be	killed	by	gun	violence	in	

the	United	States	compared	with	other	high-income	countries.	
About	39,000	Americans	die	from	gun	violence	every	year,	
which	is	approximately	100	deaths	per	day.	The	United	States	
has	4%	of	the	world’s	population,	yet	35%	of	global	firearm	
suicides.

Over	1	million	people	in	the	United	States	have	been	shot	in	
the	past	10	years	--	an	amazing	statistic.	In	domestic	violence	
cases,	you	are	five	times	more	likely	to	be	killed	when	the	
abuser	has	access	to	a	gun.

The	statistic	that	I	agonize	over	the	most	is	that	the	second	
leading	cause	of	death	in	children	younger	than	18	years	of	
age	is	gun	violence.	The	No.	1	cause	is	motor	vehicle	acci-
dents,	and	No.	3	is	cancer.	A	significant	amount	of	funding	is	
spent	on	the	National	Highway	Traffic	Safety	Administration	
and	cancer	research,	but	very	little	is	spent	on	gun-violence	
research.	

This	is	a	national	public	health	epidemic	and	should	be	
labeled	as	such,	according	to	the	American	Academy	of	Family	
Physicians,	the	American	Academy	of	Pediatrics,	the	American	
College	of	Physicians,	the	American	Psychiatric	Association	
and	the	American	College	of	Obstetricians	and	Gynecologists.	
These	institutions	recommend	funding	research	and	establish-
ing	constitutionally	appropriate	restrictions	on	the	use	of	large-
capacity	magazines	and	features	designed	to	increase	a	gun’s	
rapid	and	extended	killing	capacity.	

Another	measure	recommended	by	the	AAFP	is	universal	
background	checks,	which	have	been	shown	to	decrease	
firearm-related	homicides.	Also	recommended	is	improved	ac-
cess	to	mental	health	care	for	all	individuals.	Laws	aimed	at	re-
stricting	children’s	access	to	guns	have	been	shown	to	reduce	
self-inflicted	and	unintentional	firearm	deaths.

Recently	there	have	been	multiple	shootings	in	our	commu-
nity.	The	epidemic	is	here	where	we	work	and	live.	In	fact,	right	
after	I	wrote	this	column,	I	went	downstairs	to	watch	the	news.	
Just	down	the	street	from	where	I	live	a	shooting	occurred	at	
the	Whole	Foods	grocery	store,	a	place	I	frequently	shop.

We	can	turn	our	heads	and	ignore	the	problem,	or	we	can	
take	action	and	encourage	funding	for	research	regarding	gun	
violence.	With	knowledge	of	the	cause	of	the	problem,	we	can	
then	move	to	effective	solutions	to	treat	this	issue.		

We	must	engage	in	discussion	and	pursue	interventions	to	
cure	this	epidemic.

Stephen J. Grindel, DO
October	President’s	Message

cept	infant	deaths	due	to	SIDS,	which	is	no	longer	a	classification	
of	death	used	by	the	board.	The	deaths	previously	categorized	as	
Natural-SIDS	are	now	being	categorized	in	subgroups	of	Sudden	
Unexplained	Infant	Deaths	(SUID)	within	the	undetermined-man-
ner	group,	researchers	said.

Children	who	were	less	than	29	days	of	age	accounted	for	
61%	of	natural	deaths.	Children	ages	29	days	to	one	year	ac-
counted	for	12%.	Prematurity	and	congenital	anomalies	ac-
counted	for	72%	of	the	natural	deaths.	Cancer	claimed	the	lives	
of	15	children	and	was	the	third-leading	natural	cause	of	death,	
the	report	showed.

Some	pediatricians	see	opportunities	to	improve	those	num-
bers.

“Although	the	rates	of	childhood	deaths	declined	in	2019,	we	
continue	to	see	preventable	deaths	such	as	sleep-related	deaths	
in	our	infant	population	or	intentional	harm	in	our	youth,”	said	
Stephanie	Kuhlmann,	DO,	pediatrics	medical	director	at	Wesley	
Children’s	Hospital,	and	founding	member	of	the	Kansas	COVID	
Workgroup	for	Kids.	“It’s	important	we	continue	to	be	vigilant	and	
work	collaboratively	to	stop	these	preventable	deaths.”

The	board	highlighted	two	legislative	priorities.	One	would	
strengthen	the	board’s	ability	to	review	childhood	fatalities	and	
protect	information,	and	the	other	calls	for	improvements	to	the	
state’s	child	welfare	system.

“Through	the	review	of	more	than	12,000	child	fatalities	since	
1994,	which	includes	the	social	circumstances	of	the	lives	of	
those	children,	there	is	an	ever-increasing	awareness	that	our	so-
cial	welfare	system	is	directly	connected	to	the	potential	preven-
tion	of	child	fatalities	in	our	state,”	the	review	board	wrote.	“The	
board	sees	opportunities	in	this	area	to	improve	the	outcomes	for	
our	children.”

CHILD DEATHS continued from page 1 

Health Insurance Now Available!
The Medical Society of Sedgwick County is 
now offering a new and exciting option for its 
members’ group health care coverage.  

ProviDRs Care’s NexUS Health Plan is a  
value-based health care program designed 
to lower costs and improve health.  It can be 
offered to groups down to 2 employees and 
depending on the size of your group, you can 
offer multiple options to your employees.  

To learn more or to request a group quote, 
contact Bret Emberson at

BretEmberson@ProviDRsCare.Net or (316) 221-9106. 

To learn more, contact PCN at
customerservice@ProviDRsCare.net



3MSSC 
OCT 21

Minns receives lifetime award; other physicians recognized

Dr.	Garold	Minns	received	a	lifetime	
achievement	award	from	the	Wichita	

Business	Journal	as	part	of	the	news-
paper’s	annual	Health	Care	Heroes	rec-
ognitions.	Minns,	who	is	dean	of	the	KU	
School	of	Medicine-Wichita,	also	serves	
as	Sedgwick	County	public	health	officer	
and	has	been	a	point	person	during	the	
COVID-19	pandemic.	“It’s	been	very	
difficult	to	meld	the	medical	issues	with	
the	economic	and	political	issues,”	Minns	
told	the	newspaper.	Minns	also	said	that	
he	always	tries	to	be	mindful	of	the	lives	
any	decision	would	impact.	“I	don’t	want	
people	to	get	sick,	but	I	also	want	them	to	
make	their	house	payment.”	

Ten	MSSC	physicians	were	recog-
nized	as	heroes:	Drs.	Maurice	Duggins,	Tracy	Williams,	Jany	Moussa,	

Taylor	Bertschy,	Jeremy	Deutsch,	Brian	Goentzel,	
Maggie	Hagan,	Maha	Assi,	Jon	Parks	and	Chloe	Stein-
shouer.	Dr.	Duggins,	who	was	recognized	for	community	
outreach,	views	medicine	as	a	ministry.	“Medicine,	from	
its	foundation,	has	been	to	help	the	vulnerable.”	Dr.	
Moussa,	who	was	recognized	for	health	care	education,	
said	he	believes	the	purpose	of	having	knowledge	is	to	
share	it	with	others.	“Teaching	is	what	makes	me	excited	
to	go	to	work	every	day,”	he	said.	

Garold Minns, MD

Jon ParksMaha AssiMaggie Hagan

Jany MoussaTracy Williams

Jeremy DeutschTaylor Bertschy Brian Goentzel

Maurice Duggins

Chloe Steinshouer

Physician
E n g a g E m E n t

KU School of  Medicine-Wichita hosted 
a reception last month celebrating its 
50th anniversary. The Kansas Board of  
Regents approved founding of  the medi-
cal school on Sept. 17, 1971, and the first 
students arrived in January 1974.

 KUSM-W Associate Dean Julie Galliart, PhD, and Tessa 
     Rohrberg, MD

 George Dyck, MD, first chair 
of the Department of Psy-
chiatry at KUSM-W; KUSM-W 
Dean Garold Minns, MD; and     
Wichita Mayor Brandon 
Whipple

 Below left: Rick Kellerman, 
MD, MSSC Executive Direc-
tor Phillip Brownlee, and      
KUSM-Salina Dean Robert 
Moser, MD

 Tiffany Schwasinger-
Schmidt, MD, PhD, and Laura 
Tatpati, MD
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In Brief 
New and noteworthy

The	Kansas	chapter	of	the	International	Lebanese	Medical	
Association-USA	is	partnering	with	St.	George	Orthodox	Christian	
Cathedral	in	Wichita	to	send	medical	supplies	to	the	Lebanese	
Red	Cross.	Donations	are	being	collected	at	St.	George,	7515	E	
13th	St	N,	through	Oct.	30.	Monetary	donations	can	be	sent	to	
the	church	or	made	at	https://gofund.me/7627193a.

The	Lebanese	health	care	system	is	facing	a	dire	situation,	
said	MSSC	member	Dr.	Chady	Sarraf,	who	is	U.S.	president	of	
the	ILMA.	The	system	is	still	struggling	to	overcome	a	devastating	
explosion	at	the	Beirut	port	in	August	2020	that	damaged	Beirut’s	
largest	academic	medical	centers	and	hospitals.	The	country’s	
deepening	financial	crisis,	along	with	a	medicine	shortage,	is	
making	it	difficult	to	provide	even	basic	care.	

Over-the-counter	medications	and	supplies	needed	include	
aspirin,	calcium,	ibuprofen,	Tylenol,	vitamin	D,	Voltaren	gel,	baby	
formula,	diapers,	hand	sanitizers,	ice	packs,	surgical	masks,	
finger	pulse	oximeters	and	touchless	thermometers.	A	list	of	
prescription	medications	is	available	at	https://www.ilmausa.org/
projects-3.

Local effort to help Lebanon

ROSTER UPDATE
Keep your 2021 roster current with this information.
Key: [BC] Board Certified   [F] Accredited Fellowship   [R] Residency    
[AT] Additional Training    [F*] Unaccredited Fellowship

NEW MEMBERS

Deshanett Clay, MD, MPH (hospitalist)
[R]	Internal	Medicine
[R]	Pediatrics
FreeState	Connect
OFF:	800-924-8140	|	FAX:	316-789-6210
4704	E	Oakland	St,	67218
NPI:	1558891358
Medical education obtained at KUSM-Wichita 

6/2012-5/2017. Master in Public Health obtained at Drexel University, 
Philadelphia 2009-11. Residency in Internal Medicine/Pediatrics at 
KUSM-Wichita 7/2017-6/2021.

Finny T. John, MD
[BC]	Ophthalmology
[F*]	Glaucoma	Ophthalmology
Vision	Surgery	Consultants	
OFF:	316-263-6273	|	FAX:	316-263-5568
Toll	Free:	800-262-0118
1530	N	Lindberg,	67206
OFF:	1100	N	Topeka,	67214

OFF:	218	S	Kansas	Ave,	Newton,	KS	67114
NPI:	1750739264
Medical education obtained at SUNY Upstate Medical University, 
Syracuse 8/2012-5/2016. Internal Medicine internship at NYU Win-
throp Hospital, Mineola, NY 7/2016-6/2017. Residency in Ophthal-
mology at Dean McGee Eye Institute, Oklahoma City 7/2017-6/2020. 
Fellowship in Glaucoma Ophthalmology at Dean McGee Eye Institute 
7/2020-6/2021. 

Gamal M. Marey, MD
[BC]	Surgery
[F]	Thoracic	Surgery
[F*]	Congenital	Cardiac	Surgery
Cedar	Surgical,	LLC
OFF:	316-616-6272
FAX:	316-616-0407
2237	N	Keystone	Cir

Andover,	KS	67002
NPI:	1548418759
Medical education obtained at Alexandria Faculty of Medicine, Egypt 
9/1995-9/2001. Internship 2/2002-2/2003 and General Surgery 
residency 4/2003-5/2007 at Damanhour Teaching Hospital, Beheira, 
Egypt. General Surgery internship at Nassau University Medical Cen-
ter, East Meadow, NY 7/2007-6/2008. Residency in General Surgery 
at SUNY Downstate Medical Center, Brooklyn, NY 7/2008-6/2015. 
Fellowship in Cardiothoracic Surgery at Tufts Medical Center, Boston 
7/2015-6/2017. Fellowship in Advanced Aortic Surgery at Cleveland 
Clinic Foundation 7/2017-7/2018. Fellowship in Congenital Cardiac 
Surgery at University of Minnesota Masonic Children’s Hospital 
3/2019-3/2020.

Thirteen	MSSC	members	were	recently	profiled	in	an	“excel-
lence	in	surgery”	feature	in	the	Wichita	Business	Journal.	Drs.	
Tarun	Bhargava,	Nataliya	Biskup,	Bradley	Bruner,	David	Chacko,	
Kumar	Dalla,	Christopher	Hubener,	Fadi	Joudi,	Brent	Lancaster,	
Jacqueline	Morgan,	Jon	Parks,	Michael	Porter,	Daniel	Prohaska	
and	Bruce	Tjaden	answered	questions	about	why	they	chose	a	
career	in	surgery	and	their	biggest	challenges.
					Several	physicians	cited	the	challenge	of	balancing	work,	
family	and	other	responsibilities.	Dr.	Dalla	noted	the	challenges	
the	pandemic	caused:	“Not	only	is	our	ability	to	interact	with	our	
elderly	patients	limited	by	PPE,	the	safety	of	patients	and	team	
members	has	been	of	great	concern.”	On	advice	the	physicians	
would	give	to	someone	considering	surgery,	Dr.	Joudi	said:	“You	
have	to	be	passionate	about	your	specialty	and	wake	up	every	
morning	looking	forward	to	your	day.”

Surgeons profiled in Business Journal

The	Sedgwick	County	Health	Department	Healthy	Babies	pro-
gram	is	beginning	universal	home	visiting	in	January	2022.	The	
goal	is	to	provide	every	pregnant	woman	in	Sedgwick	County	
with	a	minimum	of	one	prenatal	and	postpartum	visit	at	no	cost.	
The	program	will	connect	vulnerable	populations	with	services	
and	support	during	the	perinatal	period	to	ensure	pregnant	
women	have	access	to	comprehensive	services	before,	during	
and	after	pregnancy.
					The	program	will	educate,	initiate	referrals	and	assist	mothers	
and	families	in	accessing	community	systems	of	care	through	a	
strength-	and	asset-based	approach.	It	will	use	evidence-based	
screening	tools	to	assess	risk,	present	information	in	a	non-clin-
ical	way,	and	focus	on	a	growth	mindset	around	an	individual’s	
ability	to	improve.
					Physicians	who	would	like	to	partner	with	Healthy	Babies	or	
learn	more	about	universal	home	visiting	can	contact	Shae	Busby	
at	316-660-7426	or	shae.busby@sedgwick.gov.

Healthy Babies expanding home visits 
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ROSTER UPDATE
Keep	your	2021	roster	current	with	this	information.
Key: [BC] Board Certified   [F] Accredited Fellowship   [R] Residency    [AT] Additional Training    [F*] Unaccredited Fellowship

Continued

Joshua S. Weir, DO
[R]	Radiation	Oncology
Wichita	Radiological	Group,	PA	(11/1/21)
Advanced	Cancer	Therapies
OFF:	316-558-9270
FAX:	316-558-9277
2077	N	Webb	Rd,	67206
Wesley	Medical	Center

OFF:	316-962-2920	|	FAX:	316-962-2620
550	N	Hillside,	67214
NPI:	1790102671
Medical education obtained at Kansas City University of Medicine 
and Biosciences 8/2010-5/2014. Internship in Internal Medicine 
at UMKC 7/2014-6/2015. Residency in Radiation Oncology at OU 
Health Sciences Center, Oklahoma City 7/2015-6/2019. 

Whitney Williams, DO
[BC]	Family	Medicine
Primary	Care	Associates	
OFF:	316-684-2851
FAX:	316-683-5239
7111	E	21st	St	N	S-A,	67206
NPI:	1649763020
Medical education obtained at Touro University 

Nevada, Henderson 7/2014-6/2018. Residency in Family Medicine at 
KUSM-Wichita 7/2018-7/2021.

Nathaniel M. Yoder, DO
[BC]	Emergency	Medicine
CarePoint	Healthcare
OFF:	316-962-2239
FAX:	316-962-2668
550	N	Hillside,	67214
NPI:	1437569027
Medical education obtained at Edward Via College 

of Osteopathic Medicine, Blacksburg, VA 8/2010-5/2014. Residency 
in Emergency Medicine at Lehigh Valley Hospital, Bethlehem, PA 
6/2014-6/2018.

REINSTATE TO ACTIVE

Christopher D. Cassidy, MD
[BC]	Internal	Medicine
[BC]	Pediatrics
[AT]	Emergency	Medicine
CarePoint	Healthcare
Focus:	Emergency	Medicine
OFF:	316-962-2239
FAX:	316-962-2668

550	N	Hillside,	67214
NPI:	1316208788
Active	MSSC	member	2017-20.

Wesley D. Kirk, MD (hospitalist)
[BC]	Internal	Medicine
[R]	Pediatrics
CarePoint	Healthcare
OFF:	316-962-7190
FAX:	316-962-7100
550	N	Hillside,	67214
NPI:	1962627034

Active	MSSC	member	2010-14.

William Park, MD	(hospitalist)
[BC]	Internal	Medicine
[R]	Pediatrics
CarePoint	Healthcare
OFF:	316-962-7190	|	FAX:	316-962-7100
550	N	Hillside,	67214
NPI:	1477518934
Active	MSSC	member	2004-14.

CHANGES

Jeffrey A. Boomer, MD
David A. Kingrey, MD
Vision	Surgery	Consultants
Primary	location:	1530	N	Lindberg,	67206
Same	phone	and	fax
Additional	locations:	1100	N	Topeka,	67214;
218	S	Kansas	Ave,	Newton,	KS	67114

Salman A. Hasan, DO
[BC]	Radiation	Oncology
Ascension	Medical	Group	Via	Christi	Cyberknife	&	Cancer	Center

Thomas J. Hendricks, MD
[BC]	Orthopaedic	Surgery
Advanced	Orthopaedic	Associates,	PA

Kay R. Hocutt, MD (formerly	Womack)
Ascension	Medical	Group	Via	Christi	-	East	21st

Jerry E. Niernberger, DO
Ascension	Medical	Group	Via	Christi	-	Founders	Cir
Concierge	Pain	Specialist
OFF:	316-274-4670	|	FAX:	316-274-4726
1947	Founders	Cir,	67206

Locke D. Uppendahl, MD
[BC]	Obstetrics	&	Gynecology
Associates	in	Women’s	Health,	PA

CORRECTIONS

Robert J. Ain, MD
Kansas	Spine	&	Specialty	Hospital	Pain	Center
OFF:	316-462-5072
FAX:	316-315-0514
3223	N	Webb	Rd	S-3,	67226

Melissa V. Ortiz, MD
CarePoint	Healthcare
OFF:	316-962-2668

RETIRING

Roberta L. Loeffler, MD	–	12/31/21

DROPPED

Selim S. Ahmed, MD –	Moved	out	of	state
Kimberly A. Taylor, DO	–	10/1/21
Carolina C. Pereira, MD	–	Moved	out	of	state
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expressed	in	this	publication.	

Managing	Editor:	Phillip	Brownlee,	Executive	Director

6 MSSC 
OCT 21

Presorted 
Standard

U.S. Postage
PAID

Wichita KS
Permit No. 640


