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The University of Kansas School of Medicine-Wichita 
celebrates 50 years in the community this year, a 

proud milestone for a campus that began its tenure as 
a two-year clinically based, community-focused pro-
gram of its parent school in Kansas City.

Since its founding on Sept. 17, 1971, KUSM-Wichita 
has graduated nearly 2,400 students, and, since 1988, 
has graduated 2,269 residents from its residency 
programs. 

“KUSM-Wichita is exceptional because it provides 
excellent medical education in a community setting with 

strong support by the city’s physicians 
and hospitals,” said Garold Minns, MD, 
dean of the Wichita campus and who 
is a 1976 graduate of KUSM-Wichita. 
He also completed his residency 
training there. “It has played a big part 
in Wichita becoming a large medical 
referral center for specialty care.”

There’s no question KUSM-Wichita 
has grown into a nationally recognized leader in health 
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Wichita Docs Under 40 (WD<40) is 
hosting an evening at a Wichita Wind 
Surge baseball game. Spouses, kids or 
significant	others	are	welcome.	Tickets	
are limited, so be sure to RSVP.
WHAT: Wichita Wind Surge game 
WHEN: Friday, July 9, at 7:05 p.m.
WHERE: Riverfront Stadium, 
275 S. McLean
WHY: Because we’ve been cooped up 
too long!
RSVP: Call (316) 683-7558 or email to 
denisephillips@med-soc.org
Special thanks to sponsors Emprise Bank, 
Hutton and Aristata Financial.

ONE IN ALMOST EVERY COUNTY: KUSM-Wichita Family Medicine Residency graduates in Kansas as of June 2021. Source: KUSM-W.

Dr. Minns

Nearly half of the physicians in the U.S. who died from COVID-19 
were international medical graduates (IMGs), a new study found.

Published this month on the JAMA Network Open website, 
the study found IMGs accounted for 45% of practicing physicians 
who died from the coronavirus. Out of 132 total physician deaths 
from COVID-19 as of November 2020, 59 of them were IMGs, 
researchers found. The authors also found an overwhelming 64% 
of those IMG deaths were primary care doctors.

IMGs make up 25% of practicing physicians in the United 
States and often practice in locations and specialties less pre-
ferred by U.S. medical graduates, the authors wrote. The states 
that had the most practicing physician deaths include New York, 
New Jersey and Florida, data showed. New York had a statisti-
cally	significant	higher	proportion	of	IMG	deaths	compared	with	
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Congratulations on medical school’s 50th anniversary

This year the University of Kansas School of 
Medicine-Wichita is celebrating 50 years of 
educating physicians for Kansas. The original 
concept was a community-based medical school 
for enhanced clinical instruction and to place 

more physicians in needed areas of Kansas. The school has not 
changed	this	mission	in	the	past	five	decades.

Several years ago, I met a man at my church who impressed 
me with his kindness and humility, along with his ability to easily 
interact with multiple types of people. I learned that he was a re-
tired physician who had practiced urology. I knew him as Cramer, 
a friend at church. I subsequently learned of Dr. Cramer Reed’s 
outstanding	accomplishments	in	the	field	of	medicine	and,	specifi-
cally,	on	being	the	first	dean	of	KUSM-W.

I joined the KUSM-W family in 1987 as a family medicine resi-
dent, and I began teaching medical students along with my fellow 
physicians in training. After completing residency, I taught on the 
family medicine teaching panel for residents along with my peers 
and instructed KUSM-W medical students. I also supervised at 

the family medicine resident clinic. My mentors and faculty at the 
residency instilled in me the belief that teaching was merely a part 
of practicing medicine.

One	of	Dr.	Reed’s	first	actions	as	dean	was	to	obtain	support	
from the Medical Society of Sedgwick County. Members in the so-
ciety became instructors at the new school. Teaching at KUSM-W 
was a part of being in the Medical Society. The idea of continuing 
to teach and learn is considered the norm for physicians practicing 
in Sedgwick County.

KUSM-W not only teaches medical students but also has semi-
nars and programs for practicing physicians. I have been lucky to 
serve with multiple faculty members from KUSM-W on the family 
medicine continuing medical education committee. I continue to 
be amazed at the level of dedication to teaching by the full-time 
faculty at the school.

A recent issue of KUSM-W’s Embark magazine reported that 
1,000 local physicians teach at the school. I know most of these 
individuals are also members of MSSC, as we continue to support 
our community-based school.

MSSC wishes to congratulate the school on 50 years of edu-
cating physicians in Kansas and looks forward to continuing our 
service and support.

Stephen J. Grindel, DO
June President’s Message

KUSM-W  continued from page 1 

education and biomedical research. Today, the medical school 
is renowned for its primary care medicine program, emphasis on 
training rural doctors – 85% of Kansas Bridging Plan participants 
continue to practice in the state – and cutting-edge research and 
clinical trials.

This rich history has attracted scores of talented physicians, in-
cluding	Tiffany	Schwasinger-Schmidt,	MD,	PhD,	an	assistant	pro-
fessor of medicine and director of the Center for Clinical Research. 
She oversaw Wichita’s participation last August in a nationwide 
clinical trial to test the COVID-19 vaccine AZD1222, developed by 
Oxford University and purchased by AstraZeneca.

Donna Sweet, MD, joined the faculty in 1982 and is widely 
known for her tireless research and treatment of HIV/AIDS in 
Kansas.	Sweet	was	involved	in	testing	the	first	HIV	drug,	AZT,	and	
is currently participating in a study of slow-release medication that 
could	significantly	change	HIV/AIDS	protocols,	she	said.

“We’re already seeing substantial growth for 
the Center for Clinical Research and clinical tri-
als,” said Schwasinger-Schmidt, who graduated 
from KUSM-Wichita in 2014, a year before the 
school expanded into a four-year program. “Our 
goal is that everyone in Kansas has access to 
care, so we continue doing rural outreach and 
making sure we’re engaging with the community 
and really just being pioneers.”

In the past two years, more than 300 patients 
have participated in trials at KUSM-Wichita. Re-

cent trials include a meningitis vaccine for babies, an antidepres-
sant treatment for youth, and a potential treatment for people with 
early	Alzheimer’s	disease,	officials	said.
Over	the	past	five	decades,	KUSM-Wichita	has	moved	to	the	

forefront of primary care medical education. In fact, the University 
of Kansas School of Medicine now ranks in the Top 10 medical 
schools in the country for primary care, according to U.S. News 
and World Report’s rankings of medical schools in the United 
States for 2022. KUSM also ranked 19th in the nation for its family 

medicine program.
Rick Kellerman, MD, chairman of the Department of Family and 

Community Medicine at KUSM-Wichita, cited a “one-of-a-kind” 
study published in Academic Medicine in 2013 that ranked KUSM-
Wichita No. 6 nationally in primary care, No. 1 in the production of 
rural primary care physicians, and No. 2 in providing care of the 
underserved rural and urban populations.

It is a legacy to be proud of, Kellerman said. 
“KUSM-Wichita is the ‘Harvard’ of community-

based medical schools,” said Kellerman, who 
oversees family medicine education for medi-
cal students as well as the three KUSM-Wichita 
sponsored family medicine residency programs 
in Salina, at Ascension Via Christi and at Wesley 
Medical Center.

“Community-based means we are non-
traditional and innovative in our approach to 
medical education,” he said. “KUSM-Wichita has been a powerful 
disruptive innovator in medical education and that has been to the 
benefit	of	Kansas	and	Kansans	and,	indeed,	beyond.”

Most KUSM-Wichita faculty are proud of the school’s impact on 
growing physicians in Kansas, particularly in rural areas, where 
June stats show the school has at least one KUSM-Wichita family 
medicine graduate in nearly every county in Kansas.

It’s the tradition of cultivating a robust community-based training 
program that partners practicing physicians with medical students 
as well as hospital-based care and hands-on clinical experiences 
(KUSM-Wichita residents deliver dozens of babies during their ro-
tations) that raises the bar for well-rounded physicians in Kansas.

“KUSM-Wichita	has	had	a	significant	impact	on	our	community	
and raised the standards of medical care in the state of Kansas,” 
said	Sam	Antonios,	MD,	chief	clinical	officer	for	Ascension	Via	
Christi. “Through its educational mission, KUSM-Wichita has 
enriched our medical community with high-quality physicians. 
(We) have a strong partnership with KUSM-Wichita in education, 
research and community outreach.”

Dr. Schwasinger-
Schmidt

Dr. Kellerman
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Now in its 50th year, KUSM-
Wichita shares how MSSC 
members can support it
Physician leaders with the University of Kansas School of 
Medicine-Wichita say one of the reasons for the school’s 
vital, robust program in the community is because of its 
successful partnerships with physicians here and through-
out the state of Kansas. Here, some faculty talk about what 
Medical Society of Sedgwick County physician members 
can do to continue to support the school.

Share your expertise
Become volunteer faculty, be engaged with students and 
teach them your expertise. “The more we can share our 
individual	experiences,	the	better	we	become,”	said	Tiffany	
Schwasinger-Schmidt, MD, PhD, assistant professor of 
medicine and director of the Center for Clinical Research.

Physicians can volunteer to teach by taking students 
in	their	practice	or	by	offering	to	lecture	or	facilitate	small-
group problem-based learning sessions, said Rick Kell-
erman, MD, chairman of the Department of Family and 
Community Medicine.

Donate to the cause
A	financial	gift	has	wide-reaching	impact,	whether	it’s	to	the	
university, a particular department, a research project or a 
program. “The only reason we can do what we’re doing is 
by the support of generous people,” Schwasinger-Schmidt 
said.

KUSM-Wichita leaders say Kansas provides a small 
fraction of the cost of medical education, which the school 
endeavors to use wisely. Physicians may be in a position to 
give back by endowing a medical education fund or profes-
sorship at the school, Kellerman said.

Advocate for the school
“Speak to your local legislators, policy-makers and hospital 
administrators about the value KUSM-W brings to you, your 
practice, Wichita and the entire state,” Kellerman said.

It’s	also	wise	to	educate	outside	influencers	–	individual	
thought leaders, corporations, institutions, etc. – to rec-
ognize and appreciate what has been built in Wichita and 
to help them understand and share the school’s vision for 
health care. 

“Physicians can support this school by continuing the 
exceptional support they have provided to date and advo-
cate for continued support at the regional, state and federal 
level,” said Garold Minns, MD, dean of KUSM-Wichita. 

In Brief 
New and noteworthy

Scholarship funds are now available from the Earl L. Mills Edu-
cation Trust for physicians who meet the following criteria:

1. Applicants must have practiced in Kansas continuously for 
at	least	a	five-year	period	and	may	not	be	a	member	of	a	
medical	group	of	more	than	five	practicing	physicians.

2. Funds may be used for study in medicine or health care 
for a period of at least four months, but no more than 
one year, at an approved institution.

The Earl L. Mills Education Trust also provides funds for edu-
cational seminars in Sedgwick County that support postgradu-
ate medical opportunities for practicing physicians.

The deadline for applications is Aug. 31. Send to:
Earl L. Mills Education Trust

INTRUST Bank, N.A.
ATTN: Janeen Hughes, MS 1.4

P.O. Box 1
Wichita, KS 67201-5001

Earl Mills scholarship funds available

the proportion in practice – 60% of the total deaths there were 
IMGs.

“A possible reason is that the majority of physician deaths oc-
curred in states with relatively larger proportions of IMGs, which 
were also the states with higher incidence of COVID-19 at the 
onset of the pandemic,” researchers wrote. “It is also possible 
that IMGs in a few states (e.g., New York) had higher exposure 
to COVID-19 because of their practice settings.”

The news is distressing for Wichita IMG advocates. MSSC 
has about 190 members who graduated from medical schools in 
40	different	foreign	countries.	Retired	MSSC	members	bring	the	
country total to 50.

“IMGs	contribute	significantly	to	the	health	care	power	
force in the U.S.; they are well integrated in the system and 
always willing to give back to their welcoming communities,” 
said Wichita hospitalist Chady Sarraf, MD, who leads the U.S. 
chapter of the International Lebanese Medical Association. 
“IMGs	went	through	significant	stress	during	the	pandemic	while	
they were away from their home country. Their ability to cope 
(often) lacked family support, especially when they contracted 
COVID-19 themselves. Despite all of that, they served their 
COVID-19 patients without reservations and fear.”

IMGs  continued from page 1 

Help on pediatric mental health
The KU School of Medicine-Wichita Department of Pediatrics 
and Department of Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences are direct-
ing a telehealth program called KSKidsMAP. This free service, 
funded by a grant from HRSA through KDHE, supports primary 
care physicians’ treatment of children and adolescents with 
ADHD, anxiety, depression, suicidal ideation, behavioral prob-
lems, poor school performance, learning disabilities and other 
issues. It allows PCPs and other clinicians in Kansas to con-
nect with a social work care coordinator for referral information 
and mental health resources. Physicians also can receive case 
consultation services from a child and adolescent psychiatrist 
and psychologist. For more information, call 1-800-332-6262 or 
visit bit.ly/3uOvwUf.
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Health Insurance Now Available!
The Medical Society of Sedgwick County is 
now offering a new and exciting option for its 
members’ group health care coverage.  

ProviDRs Care’s NexUS Health Plan is a  
value-based health care program designed 
to lower costs and improve health.  It can be 
offered to groups down to 2 employees and 
depending on the size of your group, you can 
offer multiple options to your employees.  

To learn more or to request a group quote, 
contact Bret Emberson at

BretEmberson@ProviDRsCare.Net or (316) 221-9106. 

To learn more, contact PCN at
customerservice@ProviDRsCare.net

In Brief 
New and noteworthy

Venessa Lopez, MD, was one of 
five	MSSC	physicians	who	filmed	
public service announcements for 
Sedgwick County promoting CO-
VID-19 vaccinations.
     Lopez, a pediatrician, did both 
English and Spanish-language PSAs 
on how the vaccine is now available 
to children ages 12 and older. 

MSSC physicians film
PSAs promoting
COVID-19 vaccines
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In Brief 
New and noteworthy

Married physicians Prakash Raghavan, MD, and 
Parula Raghavan, MD, were unsure about Wichita, 
which	seemed	flat	and	small	when	they	arrived	in	
1980. “Now it’s home,” Parula Raghavan said.

She and her husband are closing their longtime 
practice, the Raghavan Clinic, which shuts its 
doors June 30 after nearly 40 years of caring for 
the community.

“We love what we have done here,” Prakash 
Raghavan said.

Active MSSC members since 1981 and 1982, 
respectively, Prakash and Parula Raghavan an-
ticipate a retirement based in Wichita with plenty 
of East Coast visits to see their two children, one 
grandchild, and many nieces and nephews.

The couple met as fellow students at Grant 
Medical College in Mumbai, in their native India. 
In a classroom where female and male students 
couldn’t mix, Parula Raghavan said she just had to 

look and see who was answering all the professor’s questions.
Both went on to internships and residencies in internal medi-

cine at Coney Island Hospital in Brooklyn.
After completing his cardiology fellowship at the Cleveland 

Clinic in 1980, Prakash Raghavan joined Wichita’s Kansas Car-
diac	Clinic.	In	1982,	he	opened	his	own	office.	His	wife	would	join	
him after practicing at the former Broadway Medical Clinic. They 
spent 36 years at the Raghavan Clinic’s current location at 1035 
N. Emporia.

Working together sometimes meant covering for each other as 
physicians – and parents. “It’s a plus and minus,” Parula Ragha-
van said. “A lot of independence. At the same time, a lot of learn-
ing.	So	it’s	a	challenge.	You	have	to	have	good	staff.”

G. Whitney Reader, MD, plans to take over the cardiology 
patients of Prakash Raghavan, who said he had been touched by 
their patients’ response to their retirement news.

His advice to other married couples contemplating a shared 
practice? “Do the best you can. Always keep your patient in 
mind.”

Raghavan Clinic to close June 30 as married physicians retire after 40 years

Dr. Parula 
Raghavan

The House of Delegates of the American Academy of Physician 
Assistants	passed	a	resolution	last	month	affirming	“physician	as-
sociate”	as	the	official	title	for	the	PA	profession.

The AAPA Board of Directors now is beginning discussions on 
implementing the HOD policy, a process that could take several 
years. AAPA noted that “it is inappropriate for PAs to hold them-
selves out as ‘physician associates’ at this time until legislative 
and regulatory changes are made to incorporate the new title.”

Susan Bailey, MD, president of the AMA, expressed concern 
the title change would “only serve to further confuse patients 
about who is providing their care” and is an attempt by AAPA to 
advance its pursuit of independent practice.

“We	believe	this	latest	effort	is	incompatible	with	state	laws	and	
are prepared to work with interested state and specialty medical 
societies	to	address	any	efforts	to	implement	this	title	change	in	
state or federal policy,” she said.

Proposed name change for PAs

Dr. Prakash  
Raghavan

The Kansas Business Group on 
Health,	an	affiliate	of	MSSC,	is	
holding the 43rd annual Health-
care Roundtable from 8:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. on July 13.

The free virtual event will feature national experts discussing 
trends and strategies for maximizing value in employer-sponsored 
health	benefits.	Speakers	include	Mark	Fendrick,	MD,	director	
of the Value-Based Insurance Design Center at the University of 
Michigan; James Gelfand, senior vice president of health policy 
at the ERISA Industry Committee; Jessica Brooks, president and 
CEO of the Pittsburgh Business Group on Health; Jill Berger, 
director of employer and payor engagement at The Leapfrog 
Group; and Marilyn Bartlett, former administrator of the Montana 
state employee health plan. For more information and to register, 
go to ksbgh.org. 

Healthcare Roundtable next month

Garold Minns, MD, dean of the University of Kansas 
School	of	Medicine-Wichita	and	public	health	officer	
for Sedgwick County, was recognized at a national 
ceremony honoring the heroes of the pandemic.

The Arnold P. Gold Foundation gave 201 people 
the title of “Champion of Humanistic Care” on June 
10. Alongside honorees such as Anthony Fauci, 
director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases, the foundation recognized Minns and 
two faculty members from the KU Medical Center in Kansas City 
for	“their	tireless	efforts	to	keep	their	campuses	and	communities	
safe,” organizers said.

Minns honored for pandemic work

Dr. Minns

A group of Wichita physicians has created a fund to support the 
University of Kansas School of Medicine-Wichita Internal Medi-
cine Residency Program.

The Infectious Disease Consultants-Hewitt Goodpasture, MD, 
Fund is a $25,000 unrestricted fund to support the education of 
internal medicine residents in the program sponsored by KUSM-
Wichita.

Hewitt Goodpasture, MD, is the practice’s founder.
“Hew	is	the	seminal	influence	on	infectious	disease	in	

Wichita. He’s trained everybody in town, myself included, from 
residents to medical students to nurses and allied health person-
nel through his antibiotic stewardship and infection prevention,” 
Thomas Moore, MD, a partner in the practice, told KUSM-W. 
“He’s just a giant in infectious disease, not just locally, but na-
tionally.”

For gifts or pledges to support KUSM-Wichita, contact Brad 
Rukes, KU Endowment development director, at (316) 293-2641 
or by email to brukes@kuendowment.org.

New fund supports internal medicine 
residency program
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Endorsed By MSSC
for Disability Coverage

-Estate Planning-
-Business & Personal Life-

-Group Insurance-
-Patient Medicare Education-

-Investment Management-
-Financial Planning-

Also providing

Registered Representative of, and Securities and Investment Advisory
services offered through Hornor, Townsend & Kent, LLC. (HTK), a

Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC, 5940 E Central,
Wichita, KS 67208, 316-685-9296. Schreck Financial Group LLC is

unaffiliated with HTK. 3112159RB_Jun22

316-685-9296
5940 E Central, Wichita, KS 67208

www.SchreckFinancial.com

ROSTER UPDATE
Keep your 2021 roster current with this information.
Key: [BC] Board Certified   [F] Accredited Fellowship   [R] Residency    [AT] Additional Training    [F*] Unaccredited Fellowship

NEW MEMBERS

Sarah D. Corn, MD
[BC] General Surgery
[F] Surgical Oncology
Wichita Surgical Specialists, PA (9/1/21)
OFF: 263-0296
FAX: 494-6820
818 N Emporia S-200, 67214

NPI: 1003252461
Medical education obtained at KUSM-Wichita 8/2009-5/2013. 
Residency in General Surgery at KUSM-Wichita 7/2013-6/2018. 
Fellowship in Surgical Oncology at McGill University Faculty of 
Medicine, Montreal 8/2019-8/2021. 

Colin B. Lisenby, MD
[BC] Family Medicine
[BC] Sports Medicine
Immediate Medical Care
OFF: 440-2565
FAX: 440-4596
4722 W Kellogg Dr, 67209

NPI: 1679922652
Medical education obtained at KUSM-Wichita 7/2012-5/2016. 
Residency in Family Medicine at KUSM-Wichita 7/2016-6/2019. 
Fellowship in Sports Medicine at KUSM-Wichita 7/2019-6/2020. 

Jordan R. Meyer, MD
[R] Obstetrics & Gynecology
Wichita Ob/Gyn Associates (7/1/21)
OFF: 685-0559
FAX: 685-0455
551 N Hillside, S-510, 67214
NPI: 1245769025

Medical education obtained at KUSM-Wichita 7/2013-5/2017. 
Residency in Obstetrics & Gynecology at KUSM-Wichita 7/2017-
6/2021.

Winnie Sheu Woc, MD
[BC] Internal Medicine
[F] Gastroenterology
Kansas Gastroenterology, LLC 
OFF: 261-3130
FAX: 261-3275
3121 N Webb Rd, 67226

NPI: 1295142768
Medical education obtained at University of San Carlos of Gua-
temala, Guatemala City 2/2005-7/2011. Residency in Internal 
Medicine at Advocate Illinois Masonic Medical Center, Chicago 
7/2014-6/2017. Fellowship in Hepatology at University of Ken-
tucky College of Medicine, Lexington 7/2017-6/2018. Fellowship 
in Gastroenterology at UK College of Medicine 7/2018-6/2021. 

REINSTATE TO ACTIVE

Michelle M. Louis, DO
[R] Family Medicine
Tallgrass Family Medicine
OFF: 440-8383 
FAX: 440-8163
3122 N Cypress Dr S-100, 67226
NPI: 1043473192

 Active MSSC member 1992-2009.

Brooke R. Mason, MD
[BC] Pediatrics
Redbud Pediatrics
OFF: 201-1202
FAX: 201-1251
7570 W 21st St N S-1006B, 67205
NPI: 1861613366

Active MSSC member 2010-13.

CHANGES

Heather L. Roe, DO
Harmony Medical Clinic
OFF: 854-1045
FAX: 854-5262
6135 E Central, 67208
harmonymedicalclinic.com
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Kristin I. Thom, DO
River City Osteopathic Clinic
OFF: 445-9445
1203 N Pearce St, 67203
rivercityosteopathic.org
e.mail: drthom@rivercityosteopathic.org

Wichita Surgical Specialists, PA
Wichita Surgical Specialists is expanding and relocating some 
offices.	The	phone	and	fax	numbers	remain	the	same	to	make	
appointments.

CORRECTIONS

Laxmi P. Dhakal, MD
Mohammed A. Hussain, MD
Neurology Associates of Kansas
ZIP code: 67208

G. Whitney Reader, MD
Cypress Heart, PA
FAX: 263-1086

DROPPED

Michelle R. Brown, MD – 5/17/21
Brent Cameron, MD – Moved out of state
Joseph P. Galichia, MD – 5/17/21
Caleb H. Harris, MD – Moved out of state
Sharon R. Norris, MD – 5/17/21
Chan J. Park, MD – Moved out of state

RETIRING
Bruce G. Ferris, MD – 7/31/21
Lary M. Hill, MD – 9/30/21
Parula P. Raghavan, MD – 6/30/21
Prakash V. Raghavan, MD – 6/30/21
Mark J. Springer, MD – 6/30/21

Healthcare banking 
for healthy results.

Simmons Bank has decades of healthcare banking 
experience and undeniable expertise. But it’s our unique, 
customizable treasury and revenue cycle management 
solutions that guide you toward a healthy financial future.

We are a one-stop shop for all your healthcare banking 
needs, o�ering flexible financing to construct or expand 
your practice and equipment leasing to help you keep up 
with technology innovations.

Contact us today and learn how our healthcare banking 
specialists can help ensure your healthy future.

Continued
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